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unmarried than on married females, and that they could not talk or correspond even with a luver. This, however, is not borne out by evidence. The Chand^Of/yti UpanisJiad bears testimony to the practice of flirtation and courtbhip during the Vedic period. At Ayudhya, young men and wumeu used to repair ^ to gardens to promenade there in the afternoon. In the descriptions of the city after Kama's banishment Vaiiniki thus laments : " In kingless realms, behold
Young maidens, decked with gems and gold, Flock to the gardens blithe and gay
To spend their evening hours in play. No lover on the flying car
Eides with his love to the woods afar."
(Griffiths' JSamayan.)
The Toy Cart mentions the garden belonging to the temple of Bamadeva. where the young of buta sexes repaired, and which was the Fcene of many love adventures. We read of several eminent fcinalfs who selected their husbands, Devayani offered her hand to Yajati, Suvadra made advances to marry Arjaua, Rukhini wrote to Krishna to take her away by force. Originally the bride was the consenting party. " The marriage rite shall prosper when the eye, the tongue and heart unite the wedded pair," and no law or rule o'f social decency acknowledges a sovereign's will to regulate a daughter's bridal compact. One of the texts recited by the bride-aroom was " Who gave her ? To whom did he give her ? Love tvas the giver, Love was the taker. Love, mayest, thou be there with love may I enjoy her/* The bride's father meditating on gray-airi, a knot made with the skirts of the bride and bridegroom's mantles says: '* Ye must be inseparably united in matters of duty, wealth and love/'
Subsequently other forms of marriage were introduced. The GafidharvA and Swarabara gave freedom to the females in the selection of husbands.
The marrying of one wife was most meritorious as it answered tl# purpose of the Creator, the procreation of species and the exchange of pure love, leading to spiritual progress. Though married, the husband could not approach the wife except at stated periods, thus showing that the marriage was more the marriage of the souls than the marriage of the flesh* Polygamy, though practised, was looked upon as carnal and not praiseworthy.
Hindu females moved in society. They attended meetings, sabku,9> jubilees, theatres, funeral processions, hunting and shooting excursions. They lived in camps while the battle was raging high, and they sometimes appeared in the battlefield. They rode ou Sbrsea ar^d elephants, and drove in cars. They sat on the throne when